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A TEN YEAR'S PHENOLOGICAL RECORD OF THE 
SPRING FLOWERING PLANTS OF HENRY COUNTY 
H. E. JAQUES 
In 1915 a record was started in which the date of the first 
appearance of flowers of our native and cultivated spring plants 
was kept. A preliminary report 1 was made in 1918. The record 
now covers ten years and offers ample opportunity for study. 
Each spring from fifteen to forty students enrolled in some of 
the botany classes of Iowa \Vesleyan College have worked at 
collecting and making the record. Collecting has been limited to 
Henry county and most of the specimens are secured within easy 
reach of Mount Pleasant .. Only plants found growing in open 
ground out of doors have been used. ·whenever there has been 
any doubt as to a flower being in bloom the dissemination of pollen 
has been made the test. 
The plans followed were such as to maintain the keenest 
rivalry among the collectors, yet reduced to the minimum the 
possibility of mistakes of date and identification. It has resulted 
in bringing in some of the first flowers to appear for each species. 
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1 Iowa Academy of Science Proceedings, vol. xxv, p. 413. 
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The date of full bloom for a species would therefore be found 
to be a little later than that shown in our records . 
. School closed early in the spring of 1918 due to the war, so 
that no dates were secured after May fourth. For the other years 
the record runs to about June first. For these nine years an 
average of 260 species have been reported with two years going 
well over 300. 
Some three dozen plants have been selected as representative, 
and their early flowering dates for the ten years, as well as the 
average dates are given. In "Plate A" this early flowering 
date is graphed. The performance of these native plants makes 
a good indiCator of the earliness or lateness of a spring. It is to 
be noted that the plants agree pretty well on this point. Some 
plants are more responsive than others to climatic changes of 
brief duration. There seems also to be some difference in response 
between the small acaulescent plants and the large woody peren-
nials such as the low spring bulb plants on the one hand and the 
trees on the other. 
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TABLE SHOWING MONTH AND DAY OF FIRST FLOWERS OF SOME REPRESENTATIVE SPECIES 
SCIENTIFIC NAME OF Pr.ANT COMMON NAME AVERAGE 1915 , 1916, 1917, 1918, 1919, 1920 / 1921 / 1922 / 1923 / 1924 DATE 
Galanthus Elwesii Hook f. Giant Snowdrop 3-4 3-9 3-11 2-26 3-8 2-22 2-23 2-28 / 3-13 / 3-7 I 3-7 
Acer saccharinum L. White or Silver Maple 3-9 3-9 3-20 3-3 3-8 2-27 3-17 2-16 3-13 3-23 3-14 
Taraxacum officinale Weber. Common Dandelion 3-15 4-7 4-4 3-29 3-19 3-15 4-2 2-15 2-22 3-27 1-31 
Populus tremuloides Michx. American Aspen 3-24 4-6 4-4 3-3 3-18 3-13 3-27 3-15 3-21 4-7 4-3 
Ulmus americana L. American Elm 3-24 4-6 4-4 3-7 3-18 3-17 3-27 3-7 3-23 4-7 4-7 
Trillium nivale Riddell. Dwarf White Trillium 3-29 4-7 4-4 3-26 3-18 3-31 4-1 3-18 3-25 4-5 3-31 
Hepatica triloba Chaix. Round-leafed Liverwort 4-2 "4-11 4-4 3-29 3-19 4-1 4-20 3-14 4-3 4-9 4-7 
Capsella Bursa pastoris (L) Medic. Shepherd's Purse 4-5 4-7 4-4 4-10 3-18 4-3 4-28 4-5 4-5 3-29 4-5 
Dicentra Cukullaria (L) Bernh. Dutchman's Breeches 4-8 4-12 4-5 4-10 4-1 3-31 4-13 4-4 4-10 4-13 4-14 
Populus deltoides Marsh. Cotton-wood ~-9 4-14 4-18 4-13 4-2 4-7 4-5 3-25 4-7 4-20 4-14 
Acer N egundo L. Box Elder 4-9 4-13 4-14 4-19 4-2 4-7 4-6 3-23 4-5 4-20 4-14 
Sanguinaria canadensis L. Bloodroot 4-10 4-12 4-13 4-16 3-25 3-31 4-13 3-23 4-6 4-11 4-12 
Anemonella thalictroides(L) Spach. Rue Anemone 4-11 4-11 4-15 4-2 4-2 4-7 4-25 4-2 4-10 4-23 4-14 
Claytonia virginica L. Spring Beauty 4-12 4-15 4-15 4-12 4-2 4-1 4-25 4-4 4-6 4-23 4-14 
Nepeta hederaceae (L) Trevisan Ground Ivy 4-15 4-20 4-19 4-20 4-5 4-3 5-10 3-30 4-7 4-21 4-16 
Amelanchier canadensis ( L) Medic. Service Berry 4-16 4-19 4-18 4-21 4-9 4-11 4-24 4-4 4-10 4-23 4-25 
Ranunculus abortivus L. Small Flowered Buttercup 4-17 4-20 4-19 4-20 4-12 4-7 5-3 4-5 4-13 4-25 4-16 
Erythronium albidum Nutt. Fawn Lily 4-17 4-19 4-18 4-21 4-15 4-11 4-26 4-4 4-13 4-23 4-16 
Fragaria virginiana Duchesne. Virginia Strawberry 4-18 4-17 4-15 4-20 4-10 4-22 4-29 4-5 4-18 4-23 4-25 
Polemonium reptans L. Greek Valerian 4-19 4-23 4-24 4-23 4-11 4-11 4-5 4-18 5-1 4-25 
Phlox divaricata L. Blue Phlox 4-22 4-23 4-28 4-23 4-10 4-22 5-8 4-5 4-24 4-24 4-24 
Trillium sessile L. Sessile Flowered Wakerobin . 4-24 4-21 4-24 4-22 4-30 4-20 4-27 4-24 4-26 
Cercis canadensis L. Redbud 4-26 4-22 5-7 4-24 4-22 5-10 4-7 5-1 4-25 
Aesculus glabra Willd. Ohio Buckeye 4-28 5-2 4-30 4-22 5-8 4-20 4 27 I 5-2 4-25 
Arisaema triphyllum (L) Schott. Jack-in-the-Pulpit 5-1 4-27 4-26 5-12 4-28 5-2 4-29 5-7 4-28 
Aquilegia canadensis L. Wild Columbine 5-3 4-28 5-11 5-14 4-24 5-9 4-22 5-2 5-5 5-2 
Berberis vulgaris L. European Barberry 5-8 4-28 5-16 5-7 5-9 5-20 5-16 5-21 
Potentilla canadcnsis L. Five Finger 5-10 5-4 5-15 5-19 5-5 5-18 5-2 5-3 5-21 5-5 
Malva rotundifolia L. Common Mallow 5-11 5-5 5-15 I 5-20 I 5-18 5-8 5-9 5-3 5-13 
Asparagus officinalis L. Garden Asparagus 5-15 4-30 5-15 5-20 5-29 5-26 5-10 5-8 5-16 4-30 
Trifolium repens L. White Clover 5-16 5-12 5-15 5-23 5-16 5-26 5-9 5-9 5-26 5-7 
Hydrophyllum virginianum L. Virginia Waterleaf 5-18 5-10 5-18 5-29 5-23 5-12 5-13 5-25 5-20 
Cynoglossum officinale L. Common Hound's Tongue 5-19 5-6 5-19 5-28 5-23 5-20 5-16 5-25 5-13 
Vitis vulpina L. Frost Grape 5-22 5-12 5-29 5-20 6-2 5-30 5-24 5-13 5-2 5 20 
Melilotus officinalis (L) Lam. Yellow Sweet Clover 5-22 5-17 5-26 5-29 5-11 5-19 5-31 5-26 
Robinia Pseudo-Acacia L. Common Locust 5-22 5-6 5-27 5-27 5-30 5-16 5-25 5-23 
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